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MUSICAL FUNDRAISER:Marcy Sudock, conductor of the Musique Sur La Mer Youth Symphony, with a Liberace themed violin "My Brother, George" by Janice E. Grannan, of Seal Beach, that is part of an art exhibit/fundraiser in Westminster featuring 27 retired violins that have been hand-painted and decorated by artists and students. 
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A 'Violinissimo!' collection

A Los Alamitos youth symphony commissions artists to transform 27 violins into art sculptures.

By SCOTT MARTINDALE

THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER

LOS ALAMITOS Marcy Sudock spent $1,500 on a collection of beat-up violins she hopes to sell for at least 30 times what she paid. 

The 27 violins aren't playable anymore – they have been transformed into works of art, each one hand-painted and ornately decorated by an artist or local student.

The collection will be offered at a starting bid of $20,000 during a silent auction Sunday for a Los Alamitos youth symphony orchestra.

"We're going for as much as we possibly can," said Sudock, 53, conductor of the Musique Sur La Mer Youth Symphony Orchestra in Los Alamitos. "This is a collection that is worthy of being shown as a collection. It does not look like grandma sewed doilies on a violin. It is not a cutesy collection."

Proceeds will help pay for the 65-member orchestra's trip this summer to Vienna, Austria, where they have been invited to perform at the seventh annual World Chorale Festival hosted by the Vienna Boys Choir.

The violins' motifs include everything from an Aztec horse to DNA to a sailing ship.

Sudock got the idea for the fundraiser four years ago when one of her former symphony students, Aliya Wishner, began selling old, donated violins to fund an Olympic diving career. Sudock saw some of the violins were beyond repair.

"I knew they were good for something," Sudock recalled. "If they weren't good for playing, they were good for art."

Sudock asked 19 of her friends in the artist community to donate their time to transform the musical instruments. Five of her students also contributed.

"It was a lot of fun," said orchestra member Joanna Liu, 18, of Anaheim, who created an Edelweiss-themed violin featuring an oil painting of the Swiss Alps. "I had to work really hard on the painting. You have the idea for a painting in your head, but you need to get it out so it looks good."

Since its founding in 2002, Musique Sur La Mer – which means Music by the Sea – has performed in France, Monaco and Australia, as well as at local venues. Children in the orchestra range in age from 9 to 18.

"These are not superstar kids. These are just average kids who are passionate about music," Sudock said.

If a benefactor is not found to buy the entire collection, the violins will be sold individually to the highest bidders. The opening bid will be $500 for each violin, Sudock said.

Contact the writer: 714-445-6692 or smartindale@ocregister.com
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VIOLINS: A violin decorated by Marcy Sudock, the organizer of the fundraiser as well as the conductor of the Musique Sur La Mer Youth Symphony. 
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	A 'Violinissimo!' collection 
MUSICAL FUNDRAISER: Marcy Sudock, conductor of the Musique Sur La Mer Youth Symphony, with two of the 27 hand-painted and decorated violins that will be sold to raise money for an upcoming trip. The violin on the left is "Cromatic Dance" by Long Beach artist Mari Fleming and at right, a Liberace themed violin "My Brother, George" by Janice E. Grannan, of Seal Beac. The violins part of an art exhibit/fundraiser in Westminster featuring 27 retired violins that have been hand-painted and decorated by artists and students that will be sold to raise funds for an upcoming trip by the Youth Symphony. 
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